{ State of Mlinois, {ss ae 


COUNTY OF COOK. 


‘ 


An Inquisition was taken for the People of the State of Mlinois, 


: , 918 WeMadison Ste go tay City of Chicago 
b in said County of Cook, on the 1245 day of Nov.,—13th=Decd. D. 191%, 
i before me, PETER M. HOFFMAN, Coroner, in and for said County, upon view of the body of 
ae John A.Becker then and there lying dead 
upon the oaths of six good and lawful men of the said County, who, being duly sworn to inquire on 
| the part of the People of the State of Lllinois into all circumstances attending the death of said 
___—_ John A, Beoker and by whom the same was produced, and 


~ 


in what manner and when and where the said John A. Becker 


death, do say, upon their oaths, as aforesaid, that the said 


came to hts 
_ Jobn A.Becker —____ __now lying dead at_ 912 W.Madison St, ________in said 


_soom of the Sharples Bldg. ,cn the southeast corner of + 


ngton_ and Jefferson Streets,from intercranial hemorrhage 


racture | of the skull on November 10th A.D.1917. From the 


he" bil ding | oes died and later his bedy was found, te the. 


when guilty persons are apprehen@@@ they be held to the Grand 


In TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the said Coroner, and the jury of this inquest have hereunto set 


their hands the day and year aforesaid. 


Wl 


beck eee an | J.C. Bradford 


jury recommend that the police continue their investigation ang 


\ 
3 
: 


City of Chicago Oounty of Cook, State of Illinois, came to—his death on the _ ——— | 
11th day of NOVe A.D. 1917 4n_the ladies — 


State of TLlinols ) 
) 88. 


_Seanty af Cook a 


“SL BTR FEET 


AL-OVE TIE CORONFR OF COOK COUNTY. 


INQUEST ON TRE BODY) 


of First Hearing. 


Y 

) 
JOHN A. HECKIR } 
Transcript of the testimony taken and the proceed- 
ings had at the inquest held upon the body of the above named 
deceased before Adolph Herrmann, Deputy Coroner of Cook County, 
W2Zinois, and a jury, duly impaneled and sworn at the undertaking 
rooms at 912 Vest Madison strert, Chicago, Illinois, on 


ys * Wévesber 18th, Af: 4827 2% 10100 0sieck Aalls 


PRESENT: Mr. ¥.R. ents. Assistant Surgeon, | 


a _ representigg the United States Navy. 
62 : 
a a 2 ae Capt, Meagher, representing the Police 
ye WY Department, City. of :Chieago, 


Conn 
~~ 
; 
a Len RE SS 


Reported by David 7, Richie. 


a] 


THE QPEPUTY: Is there a relative of the deceased here? 


A VOICE; No relative here. 


He Cc. SIEVERS, 
called ss a witness, heving >een first duly sworn, Was examined 


by the Peputy Coroner and testified as follows: 


& Yhat is your name? A H.C. Sievers, 
% Where do you reside, Mr. Sicvers? A River Forest. 
& Vhat ts your occupation? A Manager, Sweet-Vallach 


anc Company. 


That business are they engaged in? A Photographic 
supplies. 
Q “here is there place of business located? A 133 


Korth Fabash avenue. 
Mr. Sievers, you passed the building on the south-east 

corner of ¥ashington boulevard, at Jefverson street, yeaterday? 

A I didn't recognize Jefferson street. 

Q That is the street all right. | A “es, 

<~ At the time you were on Jeferson or Washington boule- 
vard? » Washington boulevard. 

= Vere you walking or occupying some vehicle? A Driving 
my machine. 

Q The automobile was east or west-bound? & Eget-bound. 


wh ae 


Q What particular part of the street was your automobile, 
on the car tracks or was it in that portion of the street 
between the car tracks and the curb? A Between the ear 
tracks and the saith e@urb. 

Q Who, other than yourself was oecupying the machine? 


A My wife and her two nieces, 


Q Was it a right or left-hand drive? A It wea left- 
hand drive, 
Q Were you operating the machine? A T was. 


{ And whereabout in the machine was your wife sitting? 

A Back seat. 

“ Now, sitting along side of one o% the nieces <- what was 
the young lady's apprasimate age? A Nineteen. 

&q While passing the alley Betneaii Jefferson and Clinton, 
whet, if anything did you see? A Just as we passed the 
alley, I saw two jackies, ni two girls. 

Q Were both of the two members of the United States navy? 

A Yes, 

Q They were dressed in thet uniform? A Yes, sir. 

| With reference to the alley, where were they, right at 
the entrance of the alley or east or west of the alley? 


4A They were east of the alley, but I couldn't say just how 


near, ten or twenty feet. 


Q Were they moving or standing still? A Why, aa I 
remember, the front couple were moving along very slowly. 


When you speak o° the front couple, do you mean the 


couple that was to the west or to the east? A To the west. 
& Go ahead? A The front couple were Walking along 
slowly. 
& Which direction? A West. 
G@ Go ahead. & Add arguing about something. And the back 


couple, as I passed seemed to have just about stopped to see 
what the other couple were going to do. That is the impression 


I got, the way they acted. I didn't pay mich attention to the 


jackies, 

Q Your attention waa attracted to the ladies? A To the 
ledies, because I thought they looked very flashy. They were 
young girls, but very badly povdered, 

Q And would you recognize the ladies or one of the ladies if 
you saw them here again? Al an not sure; I think I would, 

& In regard to the navy men, would you recognise either one 
of them? A TI might. 

© With referénce to their dress, that would help in some manner, 
as to whether they had on trousers or whethe™ they had on leggings 
or the uniform, if it was blue or if it was white? 

A It wasn't white, I don't think. 

aha 


% It was regular blue? A Yee. 

Q Vere the trousers plain or leggings on; did they have 
on leggings? A I couldn't say. 

-. With reference to their dress, did they appear to be mussed 
up in any way? A I can't resall about that- I went by, 
only took a few seconds to go by. 

Q I realize that. Did they show any signs of drink or 
anything? A I don't think that the girls did, 

Q And the man? 4 The back man might have had some 
drink. I couldn't say anything about the front one; 

I got past when they were arguing. 

& Did you hear any loud or angry -ords spoken? A Xo. 

Q Whatever was said was saidin a subdued tone? A eg, 

G At thet time you were not aware of the fact that a body 
or one of the men in the Navy was found in the bu! lding? 

A No, 

Q You learned that by reading *mim the newspapers this 
morning? A Well, I first heard of it last night on my 
way back mem home. A man stopped me ag I was Eeing along 
Clinton avenue, for a ride, and it transpired that he ras a 
reporter on the Examiner. He mentioned it to me, and got off 
in a couple of blocks. | 

Q That brought this other incident back to your mind? 

f= 


A Yes, that brought it back to my mind that I had seen this. 

Q Now,is there anything further, Mr. Sievers, that you know 
about the case that I may not have asked? A No, I ean't 
say. | 

Q What time was it approximately that you passed? 

A I should jucge about one forty-five, 

Q P.M.? A Xes, 

@ The police may call upon youx later. I would like to get 
all the address that I possibly could out of you, so they 
ean located you in a short time? A My phone is -- I am 
not sure; they have changed it lately. 

CAPTAIN M'AGHER: I have got it. 

THE DEPUTY: Is there any question that you would like to ask, 
iw. Tarner? 

MR. CUFNER: ‘ ‘That kind of caps did the men have? 

A I didn't notice. My attention was prrticularly attracted 


to the girls, looking like she was trying to drag these fellows 


and go same place. 


& There is two kinds of caps worn, a large blue cap and a 


white cap? A I imagine it was a large blue, I think. 
@ Could you say about the leggings? A I think they 
long 


didn't havexang trousers on. I think they had leggings. 
The large man was quite tall, rather robust and had black hair, 


(Witness e xeuwsed). 
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wa ike TURNER, 
called as ‘i witness, having been first duly sworn, was examined | 
by the Deputy Coroner and testified as follows: 
Q What is your name? A W.R,. Turner, 
Q Where do you reside, Mr. Turner? A 616 Clayton 
atreet, Vaukegan. 
Q Mr. Clayton, you have some official position tn the 
United States Navy? A Asaistant Surgeon, U.S. Navy. 
& What waa the name of the decased? A John Andrew 
Becker, I have not identified him yet, you understand. 
Q Then, we will let you identify him before we get the 
name, 
| (Witness retires “ith Coroner to view remains). 
Q Now, Doetor, from an inspection of the body at this 
morgue, the markings that :ou find on the body externally 
are the maki markings that you have in your history sheet 
in reference to John A. Becker, the gentleman named? 
A Xes,eir. 
And from those markings and so forth, you can identify 
this body as being the body of John A. Becker? A “es, sir. 
“— Those are the markings you have there sgternally? 


A eg, sir. 


Pe) 


There are some markings internally -- his mouth is 


~ 


internal -- that you have not examined, and we will not examine 
at this time, for fear that we may destroy some evidence that 
may lead to the solution how this man met his death, and the 
facts will be made just as far as they ean be safely made 
without destroying any evidence? A Yes, sir, 

Q Now, how old was the deceased, John A, Becker, and his 
last birthday? A According to his medical history, he was 
trenty-two,. 

@ Are you able to give the month and date? A Born August 
20th, 1895. 

Q Was he a married or single man? A No evidence of 


having been married; probably single. 


Q Where was he born? A St. Louis, Missouri, 
| Q That was his father's ramet? A Frank Becker, 
“here was his father born? A Does not give his father's 
birtheplace. 
Q Do you know what his mother's maiden name was? A ‘No. 
G@ F¥here she was born? A Wo, air, 
{ that was the deceased's occupation? A Glase maker, 


his former occupation. 
& Do you know what his religion was? A Catholic. 
Q As ® glass maker, do you know what his wages or salary 
was? A No, sir, 
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Q What wages or salary in the United States navy? A About 


forty dollars a month, 


Q@ And keep? A Yes. 

& Do you know if he carried any life or accident insurance? 
A Only what the Government would give him, as far ag I know, 
Q Do you know if he owned any estate? A No, sir, 

Q With reference to his mental condition, it was good? 

A As far as I have any information. 

And bis physical condition? A As far as I have any 


information, 


® His eye-sight and hearing? A At the time of enlistment, 
splendid, 
Q How tall was he in feet and inches? “67 and onee 


half inches tail. 
Five feet, seven and one-half? A Yes. 

~% And what Ris his weight? 4 hy, 151 pounds was 
the Weight last May. 

& Do you know what his education was, common, high or 
college? A No, sir, 

Q@ Do you kmow if he left anybody dependent upon him far 
support? A No, sir. 

Q Vas the deceased connected with your -- ? 

A Great Lekea Naval Training station, is considered a ship; 


yes, sir; he was a ee gee Great Lakes Naval Station. 3 


Q Can you give just what rank about? A Apprentice seaman. 
Of course, you understand, he may have had some change of rating 
without any addition in his medical history, ainee then, 

‘, I realize what you give me is the medical history? 

A Yea. 

Q Do you know if he had any relatives or a father or 
mother that are alive, who are to be notified in the case? 

A His father, Frank Becker, 4013 Best Avenue, St. Louis, 
Missouri, 

Q (To the undertaker). Have you got that father notified? 

A VOICE: He has responded today; he has ordered us to ship 
the body. 

Q Now, with reference to leaving the station, do you know 
how he would be permitted to leave the station? A If it 
were only to leave a few hours, I think, up to 36 hours, 
he could get leave of hia commanding officer, but if he wanted 
leave for another period, he would have to get leave through 
the Executive offiee. 

@ Do you know v+hether he was granted leave? A Ho, sir, 

% You haven't been shble to ascertain that, as yet? 

A I was rushed down here in about two minutes time; I 
didn't get any information. 

Q OF eourse, I would like to have that information, if I 
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possibly could. It may be, by making an investigation 

among his associates you would probably be able to find out 

who he was in the habit of going with- In other words, his 

pal. They gmankar generally go in a bunch, have two or three of 

them when they go together, when they come in? A fos, sir. 
Q You would be able to learn that, too, wouldn't you, 

doctor? A Yes, sir; it would be no trouble at ell. 


(Witness excused). 


MARY WILLIANS, 
called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was examined 


by the Deputy Coroner and testified as follows: 


Q What is your name? A Mary Villianas. 
Q ¥Fhere do you reside? A 3140 Fulton street, 
‘hat is your occupation? 4 Elliott-Fisher operator. 


Q You were acquainted with one John A, Becker? A tes, sir. 
ZI Rave kmown him for a month or #0, 

Q How did you become acquainted with him? A Through 
correspondence. 

‘, You became acquainted with him through a lady friend of 
yours andanother member of the Navy, named James Bennett ? 

A Yes, sir, 

Q The Becker that you vere acquainted with wae a blonde? 

au © 


A 


Q 
Q 


Sunday. 


q 
Q 


he said, I suppose, "I will see you next Sunday." I said, 


Yes, sir. 
Medium built man? A Yes, sir, 


Vhen did you last see Mr- Becker alive? A A week ago 


Where was he at that time? A At our house, 


Did you make an engagement to meet the man? A No, 


"Yes." 
& That would be yesterday? A Yes, sir, 
& During the interval of the week, did you hear from him? 
A Yes, sir; twice, 
G By mil? A Yes, sir, 
Q 


Q 


Now, didyou hear from him in any other way , other than 


“gaat A Meg ar, 


Did you hear from him over the stm telephone? A Yes, sir, 
«hen did you hear from him over the telephone? 
Saturday evening, at seven thirty, 


AS néar as you can, will you relate that conversation over 


the telephone? A He called me up and asked for me. I went 


to the phone. He said, "This is Mary?" I said, "Yes." 


He said, "Well, we can't go out to night?” 1 said, "Why?" 


He said, "I am not dressed up enough." I said, "That doesn't 


make any difference." He said, "Well, I am sorry, I couldn't 


bring my friend siong with me." I said, "Why?" He seid, 
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"He wouldn't come." 

Q And in the supposed friend, who did he refer to? 

A TI don't know, It was not Mr. Bennett, it was omebody else; 
a room-mate of his, I guess, 

& You don't know what his name is? A No, sir. 

Q But he said he was unable to bring him along? 

A He said he was unable to bring him along, 

@ Did he,at that time,say there was anybody with him? 

A He said he wags alone, 

Q Did you ask where he was? & ‘hen he wag telephoning, 
yes, sir; I asked where he was. Ue said, at a jewelers. 
I @aid, "Downtown?” He said, a jewelers, 

Q That was sbout what time? A Seven thirty. 

Q Saturday night? A Yes, sir. 
“ Did he make any engagement to meet you after that? 
Yes, sir. le said, "Now, it is seven thirty. It will be 
eight thirty before I could came in to see you.” He said, 
"That would be one hour. I am going to 25th end Halsted 
street, and in one how I will be back. Will you wait for me?" 
I said, "Yes." I waited until ten o'clock. 

G He did not return? A He did not come up. 

Q Lady, have you been over to see -- have you spoken to 
any of the police? A No, sir, 


Q Have you an idea whet jewelers he was in? A No. 
Q Was he in the habit of carrying a large amount of money? 


A I don't know, 


‘“. At any time did you ever see any signs of drink? A No, 
sir, 
& Was he a drinking man? 4 I don't kmow, and from his 


appearance, I don't think he was, 

2 How many times have you seen hits, all told? A Once, 

Q That was a week ago. That is the first time you ever saw 
him? A First time. 

& Now, you spoke about a party, that you were to be 
accompanied to a party. Do you know «here the party was to be 
held? A Theat was -- I don't know anastiy. I have an invita- 


mw uy girl frtend, she gave me invitation tickets, three 


& You mean your lady friend who was acquainted with Mr. 
Bennett? A No, she didn't know Mr. Bennett, just met 
Mr- Becker for the first time at the same time I did. 

Q And her name? 4 Catherine Connery, 3238 Fulton 
street, 

@ Have you any idea what place he Was to visit at 25th and 
Halsted? A He said a friend that wanted to see him before 
he went away. 
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Q If he were downtown and telephoned over and made a trip 
to 25th ard Halsted, {t would take him Just about an hour to 
go out and come back to your home? A That is what he 
said, 

“= Did he give you the particulars of the trip. Do you know 
of any other person he might viastt here in the eity, other 
than those? A No, he said he didn't know any relatives 
in this otty at all, except a cousin. I think he was living 
on Gladys. He asked me where Gladys aveme was, he might try 
to locate him. | 

G Did he give any number on Gladys? 4A No, he did not, 


H@ hadn't any idea where he was at. He was going to write and 


find outs 


Q Bemnett, ise it? A I think he is his tent mate, 
& hat are Mr. Bennett's initials? A James Bennett. 


(“itness excused). 


Whereupon the inquest was continued 
until 
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State of Tlilinois,) 
) as. 
County of Cook. ) 


BTFORT THE CORONFR OF CCOK COUNTY. 
INQUEST ON THE BODY) 


) 


of ) SECOND SFSSTON. 
) 
) 


JOHN A. BECK®R. 


Transoript of the testimony vaken anu tne proseed- 
ings had at the inquest neld upon the body of the above 
named deceased before Deputy Coroner Adolph Herrmann, of 
Cook Gounty, Illinois, and a jury duly impaneled and 
sworn, at Sheldon's undertakins rooms, 912 West Madison 
Street, Chicago, Illinois, on Ws Thursday, Deoember 13, 


1917, at two o'olock P. M. 


W. P. Seanion. 


THOMAS CROSI® R, 
called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was 
exarined by the Deputy Coroner and teatified as follows: 
& What is your name? 
A Thomas Crosier. 


& Where do you reside, Mr. Crosier? 


A 1634 West Chicago Avenue. 
« What is your oooupation? A Engineer. 
Q Where are you employed? A At the Sharples Building. 


& At the southeast corner of Washin ton and Jefferson 


Str-etsa? A Yes, sir. 
Q Are you nigot or day engineer? A Day, assistant 
engineer. 


& Comin. baok to the day that t is man was found in 
the Sharples Buildins, on the llth day of November, - 
were you the man that found the body of the deceased? 

A Wo, sir. 

& Were you notitied? A’ No, sir. 

& When did you first learn of the discovery of the 
body? A Aiter te shief en-ineer disoovered it. 

.& You wer+ on duty? A Yes, sir. 


& What time was it the chief engineer discovered 


the body? A Four o'olook. 


SI 


A 


a> 


q 
didn! 
A 
G 
Q 
re t 
A 


down ; 


What did you do; did you co upstairs? 

No, sir. 

it 1s known as the ladies rest room? 

Ladies rest room. 

It is located on the third floor? A Yes. 

Now, after the onief engineer found the body you 
& go up to the ladies rest room? 

No, sir. 

Did you @ up there at any time? A Yes, sir. 
When you went up on the third floor «here the ladies 
room is what did you see? 

All I could see of the man was just from his hips 


I saw he had one show on and one shoe off; he had 


no rants on. 


‘" 
G 


A 


oO FP © 


did t 


The man vas dead? A He was still warm. 

Did you any other things in the room, any condition? 
No, sir. 

Did you notice any vomitus on the floor? 

No, sir. 

Did you find any blood spots on the floor? 

There «.8 lots of blood spots on the floor. 

That is a oondition. How far down’ the hallway 


he blood spots extend? 


A From the passenger elevator in the front. 

~ He game to disoover it from the blood marks? 

A Yes, Sir. 

Q On the walls and all thelmobs were covered with 


blood of the other doors that were shut? 


A Yes, sir; the doors were shut there. 

& Did you see any blood marks below the third floor? 

A I didn't. 

q With reference to the door leading to the building 
from the Washington Street side, is that door kept looked? 

A That door is kept looxea, from ten minutes after 
nine -- 
@ Wend, Sunday morning or Saturday ni nt? 

A Saturday. 
« Wnisn would te Nevember 10th? A I looked at the 
Northwestern sclook. 

Q There are a great many of the tenants in the build- 
ing die have a key? A Yes, sir. 

& Anda they could hav’ opendd the door when they went 
up? A Yes, 4dr. 

Q J am trying, Mr. fugiueeser, to find out if the man 
was killed in the buklding, or had the injuries when he 


gare into the buildin; ? 


om 
ee 


A I e@ouddn’t tell you that. 

GQ You don't know? A I didn't see any blooed, on the 
_ther sters, where you go up to tne third floor; the only 
place the blood w:s on the third floor. 

Q What time does the elevator stop? A At night? 

Q@ Yes. A She runs until - well, nine olclook. 

Q& Was thie elevator running until nine o'olock on 
Saturday night? A No. . 

G What time do they anut down Saturday ni -ht-:? 

A About five ofolock in the evening. 


In the evening? A Yes, sir. 


ay 


& At nine o'cloox when you looked that door dia you: 
go up on the tera fiver? A mo, sir. 

q The elevator #as not opernited after that? 

A WK., ir. I ,¢ up and I losk that door first and 
take the freightelevator and go down. 

Q Where is the freight elevator located? 

A Boiler room. 

q Where is the boiler room located? A When you 
g0 in that door off the alley. 

& It is not anywxheres near that entranoe? 

A No, it is at the rear of the building. 


Q Could you tell me how this man was dressed when 


you savy tlm in the ladies rest room? 

A Wo, sirj FE could not. I only zaw him from the 
nips dom; I never saw his head at 211; the offioars 
“ey Standing thers. 

« Cid the ro nm where he was tound in indioate that 
thece had been any struggle in that room? 

A It looked to me ag if there had been; the rug was 
avay over in the ooroner. 

& his man had been vomitincs in that room. I myself 
gaw the vomitus on the floor. Ther- is also a seat in 
that room? A Yes, sir. 

& He had his trousers off? A Dressed in nis unijier- 
drawers, yes, air. g 

Q and if your engineer was Rerie oouldn't tell any | 
more thanvou have told us? A fo, T don't thine -o. 

THR MNTTOTY: Corl: you .o h cn and relieffethne encincer 
and let him oome over here? 

THT WITNESS: Yes, afr. 

(Witness exoused.) 

TH? DEPUTY: Let me ask you, lady; Didn't I take a 

atatement from you laat time? 


MISS MARY FILLIAMS: Yes, air. : 
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THOMAS O'WALLFY, 
Salled as a witness, having been first duly Sworn, was 
examined by the Deputy Coponer and testified as follows: 
Your name? A Thomas O'Malley. 


And you reside vhere? ‘A 4128 Wiloox Str-et. 


O 2 


Cooupation police offioer, what preoinot? 

A &7th, Desplaines Street. 

G Now, Officer, in this oase, when were you detailed to 
investigate it? 

A Abcut four o'olook on the llth day of November. 

& That would be Sunday? A Sunday. 

& Upon being detailed where did you go? 

A I went te 565 Yashington Boulevard. 

« Go ahead and tell it yourself. 

A I <:slkxea inte the sation at four o'3lock, probably 
to three minutes before, and I met the Captain coming 
out. He says, “Keep your ooat on, I think we have got a 
bad cage over here." And he went and got his ooat and 
we went over there. The engineer was there, but I didn't 
talk to the engineer at that time, that is the ohief 
engineer of the builaing. We went up on the third floor, 
into the builain:; from the rear -- went into the baok way, 


and upstaira, and he let us into the reat room, on the 


~B5— 


third floor. There is a door going into the room. This 
man Jaid on his stomach, his hands bask like that 
(indicating), and laying on the rizht side, his head and 
his fase to thé south, laying orossways in the room, 
Ther: was a gouch laying on that side of the building. 

& West side? 

A Weat side of the room. There was a table in there 
as big as this (indicating), just about a foot south of 
-is head and that oouoh. There was a rug like this 
(indicating), and it was all mixed up. This man's pante 
laid over on the table, also his white cap, and he had 
nothing on but underdrawere, undershirt and uniform 
soldber's outside shirt and his body was exposed right 
across the kidneys, and when I put my hand on him I said 
tc tne Cartain, "He is not dead, he isa very varm,” and 
1 run downstairs and called the station and told them to 
send the ambulanoe and the dootor over aa quiok asa they 
gould, and they oame over and the doctor felt of his 
pulse and listened to his heart, and he said, "He is 
desd; I sannot find any life.* And I said, “Are you 
sure ne is?" He says, "I san't find any life." So 
toen we removed the boy. And we traced this blood 


then from the room. There waa blood on that side of 
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the wall. (Indioating) .- 


THF DEPUTY: Indicating the west side of the wall. 

THT WITWRSS: Then he didn't seem to hit this side of | 
the building at all (indicating). 

THT DEPUTY: Indicating the south wall. 

THF YITNESS: Then he osame around on the east wall in 
to or three different spets of blood, and then he «ot 
up -= and he arrarently got up againat this north wall 


and the blood ran down along the wall, he had went 


along aprarently on the wall. 

THE RXSEXSEX DEPUTY: Extendins up above. 

THE “TTNFSS: And the blood ran down along the wall. 
Then we traeed that bloed along the hall, over into the 
eide, and he tried the door there, and he tried the 
door over there Mansons toen the hall runs north 
and he tried door there and that is where he same in 
from the landing, and he tried that door, tsose doors 
exoept one. Then he led out onto the real landing of 
the tnird floor coming up on the first and seoond 
stairs o-n, there was blood @emdé on that, blood all 
around the platform here (indisatins); you sould see by 

is hands the man #as préwling to set in, it as sovered 


with blood around there. We didn't find any blood on 
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the stairs, wntil we vent to the second flocr, just as 
you come on the landing there was blood on that knob, 

and that is about the first blood that we found there. 
We didn't find my blood on the down stairs, the first 


was on the seeond landing,onm the door. 


We then stayed around there several hours, sround 
through the distriot ama trying to get some information. 
We didn't get any information that night, and we sent 
to the Great Lakes, and had Mr. Robinson of the Pay- 
master's Department come down here, and he identified 
him for us, and we sent word to his people. He had a 
ring on hia finger, he had to rings in fact, and the 
next morning we detailed Sergeant Rise, sudaskas 
Walsh, Sullivan and Hearn to -o and make a tour of the 
rasan 3.078, se¢oond “und storea or any rlass shere xe 
thought this man mi,ht have uls jewelry, aa we had got 
some information from tais lady here (indloating Miss 
Williams) that he had called her up at half suet seven. 
We alao «ent to this jewelry house. He had some stuff 
Pawnued, and we went to several jewelers. We went to this 
place at 5057 Madisoa Street, and we found there a Peoker 
had his watch in pawn, and also had the initials put on 


his ring. They brought over My. Ginsberg, who is the 


jewelry estore, end he said it was he that had pawned a 
rateh in there, and also that he was under ths name of 
*ohultz. That wae the first we heard of him ~» then I 
went to the Great Likes to find out what time Beeker 

had been on a leave of absence up there, and I found 

that the 10th of No vember at four o'olock was the last 

he was sgen there. He was under the command of Commander 


Riley, and he was talking to a man named Bennett, whe 


was ther+, and he aaked Bennett if he was going in tom. 
He said, "You are not ,oing off today." He gaid, "If 
I oan't getx off, I am golny over the fenoe." 

& What is weant by that expression, do you know? 

A He was going to go away anyway, as he figured 
loss of times they go away a short time like that and 
nobody «cnowsa it. 

% He didn't mean that he was going to desert? 

A No, coming to Chisago. 

q And then zo back again? 

A So he usked Bennett, "Where will I see you? 
Bennett said, "I am going out to 25th and Huleted, where 
we were to a party previously." And he :aid, "All right, 
IT will see you out there." And he said, "Will you be 


out there?" He sad, "All ri ht, I will see you out 


there." The next +s heard was when he talked with this 
lady, and that was at seven o'oloak. 7 

Q Saturday ni-ht? 

A Yes,on the 10th. Tha same Saturday night on the 10th 
he oalled over the telephons to Miss Williams telling her 
that he sould not get out therej;mmkkk half past seven «as 
the time he «as to meet her at her home, aa they were 
going to a ~arty. He said he had to go to 26th and 
Haleted Street to see a frbbnd of mine, who wanta to 
see me before I go away. So she waited until ten o'olock 
and he did not come and she went to bed and didn't hear any 
more from him. | 

Then the next we heard anything about any trouble 
was aman in the building at 601-613 Washington Street, 
Une "i pe oatonman. He neara an awtul fight in the rear 
of 601 -- no, 613 is the number -- it is all one build 
ing anvvay. So we interviewed him, and he will be here 
coday to tell you his story. He heard an awful fight out 
in the alley. 

At ten minutes after eicht there wae a man by 
the name cf T omas C. solan, *he 18 a olerr for the 
C. B.& %. He stated that about ten minutes after 


eight that he saw a sailor at the ooroner of Jefferson 


and Washington, and the sailor oame apparently from the 
south on the west a the street. As they were about 
to meet at the ooronsr the sailor went and turned east 
and he did not say anything to the -allor, but he was 

all oov-red with blood. He tried to see whether he was 

@ woite or colored mau. 

& That was what time? 

A Ten minutes after eicht Saturday night. He went 
along and passed the sailor and sent along about his 
business. Right in front of this builiding he turned 
around to see how the sailor «ss gettin- alone and the 
sailor had disarneared off the atreet. 

THE DEPUTY: I will say, Officer, having been present 
at the post morten examination with Dr. Reinharat, the 
Pootor remarked that this man evidently had received 
the injuries a long time before he diad; in other words 
beoause of the hemorrhage. The hemorrhage was a slow 
hemorrhage and that undoubsedly he lived for a number 
‘of hours afver he reseivea the injucies berore deatu 
vuou.rea. Of course, the body was not found until 
several -<- 

THF ¥IiTwESS: Four o'olook. 


THF DEPUTY: And I saw the markings as the Dootor in- 


oe 


Giocated. It was between the skull and the duramatur 
and the blood waa unable to esoape. As it grew larger 
it kent pressing all the time, and that would take quite 
a number of hours before it would cause death. 

THE FITNESS: That is the last he seen; he didn't say 


anything, as he was in a hurry to go over town. 


/ 
THF DEPUTY: Q What time was it when this man heart 


a fight inthe alley? 

A Fi ht o'clock. 

© About ten minutes after the fight? 

A Nolan saw him all covered with blood. 

G That would indicate, Officer -- 600 would be west 
of the Sharples Building? <A Yea. 

Q It would be in the blook weet of that, west of 
Jeffersen Street? A Ysa. 

€ So the time closely tits sith that fight that took 
place in the alley. He evidently was in that Sharples 
Buildin from ten minutes past eight until he sas found? 

A Four o'olook next day. 

G It might have been ten or tvelve hours before this 
man had died? A Yes. 

Q He evidently had not been bleeding more than -- 


that ia he was dead less than six hours? 


A Yes. It might have been -- oh, two or three hours 
-t the most. 

Fxaotly. A Then this Mr. Nolan came in next day 
and told.about wheat he san. 

THY DTPUTY: I also have a Statewent Irom some man 
by the name of Sievers. He was the man who was driving 
by on Sunday with hie family in the automobile and saw 
two sailors and two ladies right on the east of the 
alley shere the en‘rance is to this Sharples Buildings, 
just east of that, and that trey kind of split up and 
that the women acted as though they wanted to takes the 
sailors some place. But I don't think there is any 
conneetion with this case. 

THY WITPWSSS: No, I don’t think so. 

Th® Deo TY: I think you have cot it pretty nearly 
‘gQlearly up, with this man who heard the ficht and with 
the other gentleman of the Burlington road, that oon- 
nests it up. 

THF WITNESS: We have sot some of the blodd there, 
and «e had it analyzed, and it was human blood. Then 
the day that blood was found, Sergeant Sullivan sent 
over there, and I interviewed seve al bopy that «ere 


down, but they didn't know anything about him. 


THE DEPUTY: © The other man was in the alley, he 
didn't look out? 

A dH: aever went out at all. 

4 What is his name? aA Patrisk Redmond. 

Q& I might just ask thie one further question -- 

A I iil exptain that alley: fhie alley runs in 
here from ®ashinz tou gtreet (indi cating). 

THE DEPUTY: Indisating going south. | 

THF T1Tniss: To about there (indioating). 

THT DEPUTY: Midway between Madison and Vashineton. 

THE SITN'SS: And then there is an alley running east, 
and also one -~- 

THE DEPUTY: A "Tf" shaped alley. 

THY WITNESS: And then you go over there about that 
way (ingicating), and there is a jog in that alley 
h-re (anudcatin,) and the one west is there (indicating). - 

@ Did you go back in that alley for blood spots . 
in the alley? 

A Went all througn the alley. 

. Ana find none? A No blood at all. We got in 
the rea. cf Sashington Boulevard, and the-e is a load~ 
ing platform right in here (indicating) and right here 


is where we found blood, and there is also an iron 
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flauce on thé cement there, where they back up, and that 
is a pretty sharp edge, and right there is where this 
big pool of blood. 

Q This man's watoh and stuif are gone, are they not? 

A His watch was gone, but he had his rings. 

Q@ His watoh is gone? A Yeg. 

Q With rererenoe to any moneys on his person? 

A No. 

@ here was no moneys found on his person? A No. 
You eee when he went out east on Jefferson he turned to 
the north. 

% And then op into the Snarples Building? 

A Then he went east. 

THE DEPUTY: I will state, Officer, that our Dootor 
‘as unusually careful in examinin, the stomaoh and there 
‘as absoiutely no liquér in him. 

THY WITNFSS: He couldn't have any liquor; he didn't 
leave up there until four o'slook, 

THE DEPUTY: The reason I speak of that is this: Be- 
Cause 1t would indicate th-t this man did not reoeive 
the injuries while Staggering under intoxioating liquor. 

THF DFPUTY: No. The people that I interviewed say 


that he was like anybody, would take a drink but not 
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enough to get drunk. 

G But evidently on this occasion he had no liquor, 
there was no indloationg whatever of liquor in the stomach. 

THE FITYESS: He would take a glass of bear or Wxax 
drink; he could not be drunk beoause the man only left 
there at four and he got in here at seven. 

THF DFPUTY: And evidently this is a case of assault 
and murder. 

THY WITNESS: Yes, sir; absolutely. 

THF DEPUTY: Assault, robbery and murder. 

THE *ITNTSS: Yes, sir. 

I wish to submit theae statements, shioh are 

original reeorde in our files. 

THE DEPUTY: They will be copied into the record and 
returned to you: 

(S:id statements are in the xords and fi-ures 
as follows: 
"DEPARTMENT OF POLICE. a7th Precinct. 
City of Chicago No. 70537. 
Report of Investigation. 
"Wature of Crime: Supposed murder %& Robbery. 
Nov. 11, 1917. 


Complaint: State of Illinois. 
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Offieers: Sergt: O'Malley, Rise, Walsh, Haran and 
Sullivan. 

Give interviews of Persons seen, Arrests, Cormlotions, 

Discharged or Property Reoovered: 

Jonn A. Beoker, a United States Naval Cadet, of 
the Great Lakes Training Station, was found dead Sunday > 
Nov. 11 in women's rest room at 565 Washington St., on 
3rd floor by C. ©. Propilla, 5859 Magnolia Ave., the 
engineer of building. Dominick Wafer, 855 N. Fairfield 
Ave., noticed blood on 3rd floor landin: and told the 
engineer who upon investigation found dead body in rest 
room at about four ~. M., and he then notified the po- 
lice. Beoker was last seen in line at training staion 
by Commander Riley at 4 P. M., Nov. 10. At 8 ?. M., he 
eas ~iseinc from camp having left without permission. 
In our investisation we find Beoker received $35 salary 
Friday Nov. 9, and that he visited Hyman Ginsberg's pawn 
shop 537 W. Madison St. at about 7 P. M. and took out a 
watoh whioh he h:d pawned under the name J. J. Schultz, 
Great Laxes, anu a ring, Wuien ne nad epvraved; he paid 
Ginsberg $16.00. Mr. Ginsberg wi sited Sheldon's morgue 
a.d identitied J. A. Beoker as the man who pawned watoh 


under name of J. J. Sohutz. About 7:30 P. M. Beoker 
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called up Mary Williams, 3140 Fulton St., and said he was 
goin: to 35th & malstea St. ana ‘ould uot be able to oall 
on her till about 8:30, but he did not get to her home 

at all. At atout 8 ©. M. Patriok Redmond, night watoh- 
man, for Williams 4 Co. heard a quarrel in rear of 
building, 601-613 Washington St., and Sunday morning saw 
a pool of blood in the alley. At 8:10 P. M., Thomas C. 
Nolan, 4310 Monroe St., a olerk for C. B. &4., R. R., 
saw a sailor at Jefferson & Washin:ton Sts. alking east 
when he -ot along a little he looked bask to see how 

the sailor vas getting on, as he was bloody and sailor 
had disarneared. This is in front of building. Where 
body wae found: The suprositiou is that Beoxer vas in 
quarrei in alley and tnen wandered into builaing at 

§65 Washincton Street, where he died. 

N. CG. Starr, F.C. Boykin were in Ginsbere's 
pawnshop when Beoker took out his wateh. They are 
sailors at Great Lakes, but they do not know Beoker. 

We secured the number of vatoh and made report on same, 
also had finger prints taken, photo rachs and plata taken 
of premises. We made a canvass of building at 565 
Washington St., ssloons, hotels and stores in neignoor- 


hovwa trying to g@t a Olue to case. We took a sample of 
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bloou txom alley in rear of 613 Washington St., at 5. 
°. Me, Nov. 13, and sent it to Coroner's office, for 
examation, who informed us that it washuman blood. 


Ye are still investigation oase, and doing everything 


in our rower to clear up ¢ase. 
seret. O'Malley, nice, Walan, marau * Sullivan." 
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November 14th, 1917. 
From: Sergts. O'Malley ®% Walsh. 
To: Captain 17th District. 

In reference to the John A. Beoker ease, we went 
aud out to the Great Lakes Training Camp yeaterday and | 
intervi-wed Lieutenant Robinson, the paymaster, who told 
us that Beoker drew $35.00 Friday, Nov. Sth, and that he 
left the oamrp Saturday, Nov. lOth, between 3 P. M. and 8 
P.M. without leave. He then brougat us to see Lieutenant 
Muir who is in charge of Executive Office; he intro- 
duced us to Lieutenant C. J. Riley, Commander of 10th 
Regiment. We told him about finding the sailor's sap, 
le..ins and the three pieocs of pants in taylor shop 
at 18&m E. Halsted St. with the names of Metz, "Yinters 


and Trenholm stamped in them. He sent for Mets and 


Winters who gaic that on Saturday, sov. 10, they went 

te 1€ N. Kalsted St. in company of Trenholm and a boy 
nared Geor.¢ Be whomas, of Co. B, and hd their pants 
ghortenea. Metz said that he left the oan and legging 
there with the intention of gallince rur them Sunday, and 
woen he ,<6t to theslace he said it was closed. We also 
went to see Georce B. phomas, who is in the hospital. 

He tcld the 3iame story, as Metz and Winters. We alao 
interviesed L. C. Sutton, commander 10 Regiment, who 
said ¥. N. Trenholm was on a 48 hour leave, and not due 
back until Wednesday.noon. We interviewed J. 4. 
Krusberg, sonmander of Camp Perry, said he knew Beoker 
ginee Auzust 10, 1917. He said he drank a Tae but 
was always on time. We then went to see a fewllow named 
terge.Horrik, 1n Cally #101, Camp Dewey, who was sup- 
posed to have known ef a sailor tat sis beat up Satur- 
day night at Washington and Jeffergon. He told us shout 
a fellow named John B. Van Hoozer, who said that he and 
a fellow J. M. Rarns left the oamp at 1 P. M. Saturday, . 
got into Chivago about 5 P. M. and went down town and » 
walked around until about 7 ©. M., when they went out | to 
Riverview Sark. Barns went in the skating ring and Van 


Hooser hung around outside, when he got talking to a NV. 
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girl who he did not know. While he was talking to 

the irl a fellow sno he nev= saw before came along 

ana said to the irl. "Is that all you oan get, isa 
sailor?” When he struek the fellow and the fellow struok 
him. He fell down and that is all he remembered. He 

said he was taken to the County Hespital and left there 
at about 10 A. M., Sunday. Sergt. Yalsh went to the 
Regeiving Ward of Hospital and was told by the Olerk that 
Van Hoozen wae reseived there about 11:10 ©. M., Saturday, 
from Offioer Conroy, aud Collins, of the 35 Precinot. 

We then interviewed James M. Barnes, who said that he 

went to Chicago with Van Hoozer Saturday at 1 P. M., got 
off at C. N. W. depot, went down town, dexkea around 
until seven o'sloek, then went to Riverview Park, went 
into skating rink and skated till 10:30 ©. M. The last 
he saw of Van sas about 9 P.M. He left at 10:30 °. M. 
went down at depot and stayed around the depot till 4:45 A.M. 
and returned to samp. We then interviewed Raymond Brennan 
of Shi-pe Company who said that his folks live at 91? 

s. Oakley Ave., Chicago. He gaid he had a girl named 
Lena Teachnor, 411 nC. LaCalir Avenue. She oame out to 
gee me about August S0th with a girl named Mary Williams. 


I introduged her te Beoker. The last time I saw Reoker 
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was lest Wednesday. I left Camp Saturday at 12:10 P. M. 
and ot nome at 3:15 °. Me. We went to danoe at Viotoria 
Hall, ot home at 1:30 A. M., remained home ti11 6 P. M., 
Sunday evening, then went to Dreamland and met Lena and 
Mamie Collins, “ho lives next door to Lena. I went from 
Dreamland to my home at 12:10 A. M. Got up at 2:50 and 
returned to camp st 6:30 A.M. We interviewed J. F. 
Bennett, Co. I, Camp Ross, w:o said the last time he 

saw Beoker was when be #a¢ in ling at drill. He said 

to Besker, "Are you colng to Chioago?" Ha said yes, 

af I can et off; aif I oan*t I will take it over the 
fenoe. He said that he would sse me at 25th St. and 
Haleted. I got into Chioago at 6 P. M., Saturday. I 
went over to get something to sat on Madison St. Then ~ 

I ot cn a car and xent over to Olark and Chioarcc Avenue. 


‘Lilies C'lDon ell, head aiver in the Belvidere Cafes, 
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m-t 
Clark and Chestiuut St., on Clark St., 1n middie of 

bicox, soutn of Chioago Avemme. I left O'Donnell and 
went over to Jonu MoDunna salcon, Wendell % "ranzlaiu St. 
et about 7:15 FP. mM. From there I vent to 10:38 Franklin 
St., 32” Mra . MoQuirk and John Coroaran; then I went 
out scuth ts Hank's saloon. I sot there at 4 7. M., 


sax doe Willson; stayed there ti111 12 o'slook; then 


took auto ride to 63rd and Halsted St., with Joe Willons; 
than samo bask to 36th and Halsted and vent home with 
Tony vho Rives on 2523 Lenie St., and slept there till 
&:30 4. M. Then I «ent over to Hank's, 263583535 So. 
Halsted &t., had dinner with Hanke, atayed there till 
3 P.M., when I met Mullen and we both went over to 
North Side, and hung around t11]1 11 P.M. Then wa 
Started for the depot at about one blook from the depot 
we beught a Resoord-Herald and we saw the asoount of a 
Sailor's death. Ye went over to Sheldon's Morzue and 
Hentified Beoker, 

Then we interviewsd Mathew Mullen of Ce. I. 
I left camp Saturday at 4 FP. M., went to Chisago alone, 
went to ses my girl at 3954 Castello Ave., her name is 
Girtie Johns, left there 10 P. M., got back at camp at 
1’ ofciosk, and on Sunaay I left samp at 1 5. M., went 
into Chicago, went south and met Bennett at 3 P.M. and 
went over to North Side. I have known Beoker for 10 or 
ls years. We Lived in St. Louis together. The last time 
I say him ulive was ia samp Saturday. Becker Waa 
peaoeable follow, he drank beer. I never saw him drunk. 
The Sailore thet vere interviewed in the above statement 


their movements sere investigated by us and +e believe 
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them to be true as far as -e could learn. 
Hespeotfully subm2 tied, 
Thomas O'Malley, 

Frank V. Walsh, 87th Preginct." 
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THOWAS NOLAN, 
called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was 
examined by the Deputy Corener and -estified as follows: 

& What is your name? | 

A Thomas Nolan. 

THE DEPUTY: This is taken from the Daily Bulletin, 
Department of Polioe, City of Chioago, under da‘e of 
November 123, 1917, reading: 

"Look out tor tnois watoh, arrest any person 
found with 16 size, filled oase watch, movement 
®, 893,644, oase 8,759,595. This watch belonged to 
John A. Beoker, a jackie, at the Great Lakes Training 
Sohool, whose dead body was found in the Sharples 
Building last Sunday. If arrested, notify 27th 


Preginot." 


‘ (HF DEPUTY: Q Where do you reside, Mr. Nolan? 

A ¢71C Berrce Sirect. 

C Your cecupeticor? A Clcrx, U. B. & ©. Railroad. 

& Harrisern and Canal? A Wo, Clinton and Jaokeon, 
generel office. 

Q Mr. Nolan, spéakin of Saturday evening, November 
10th, this year, amd around arout 8:30 in the evening 
where were you? 

A Weil, at sicht «= well, to be:in «ith I oame from 
my home and got off on Madison Stre>t at Curtis Street, 
I was going over to where the autotrucks are kept to see 
a friend of mins, and h¢ hudn't come in. 

Q That is Curtis and Vasbingtont 

A Yes. “o I walxed dom -- 

© Fo klil tine? A Yea. 1 was going to my -- 


ws "iss -tie of the str et did you walk on? 


* South side of Washingten? A Yes, 
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Folle« yoursel? alon:. 

A hen IT got down between Desplaines and Jefferson 
this callor come around the soraner on the west side of 
the street, ani TI notised he was staggering, staggering 


aoross ths etreat. 
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| Q From the west to the east? 

A Yes. And I was walking pretty fast and I was gettin: 
closer to bim, and I noticed his hands were blaokx, it look- 
ed like a colored sailor, and I never seen a golored -silor 
before; and he was staggering, and I thought he must 
have been drunk. And I got up to him and I turned around 
to look at him like that, and saw he was covered with 
blood, and 1 thought he must have got thrown out of a 
saloon. So I kepgS on walking, and I didn't say anything 
to him thinking he was drun«, ana I sot up to the next 
alley between Jeffersum and Clinton -- 

Q Right beside the Sharples Building? 

A Yes. And I turned around to see if he was eoming 
and I would take him to the fire station right there, and 
I turned around to see if he was coming and he was ,one. 

1 stsyed there for about five minutes and I could not 
find anyoue around anywhere, 30 I left and went down town. 

& When he disappeared and turned around he had just about 
entered the Sharples Building? 

A dust about made that, I couldn't say he went into 
that building. 

& Just about time to make it? A Yes, air; just about 


time to make it. 
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G Ther is a other entrance he could take, there is 
only one entrancet A Tc that one building, yee; that 
is all. 

& Yes. Did you see this deceased after his death? 
_A No, I didn't. see him. I went over to the station 
Monday afternoon after reading the report in the paper, 
and Captain Meagher oalled up her and his body had gone 
then. 

& Would you have been able to reeognize him if you 
sawhim? A I think I would. 

THE DEPUTY: I thank you very, very much, Mr. Nolan. 
That will be all. 


(Witness exoused.) 


HYMAN GIWSBERG, 
called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was 
examined by the Deputy Coroner and testified as follo*s: 
& What is your name? A Hyman Ginsberg. 
@ Where do you reside, Mr. Ginsberg? 
A 527 West Madison, my place of business. 
‘What business are you engaged in, Mr. Ginsberg: 


Jewelry and loan business. 


PD FF © 


Were you aoquainted with one John A. Beoker in his 
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life time? A Well, he left a watch in my place as a 
pledge. 


& Did he leave it under the nake of John A. Beeker? 


A J.J. Sohultz. 


& When did he leave the watsh? A It was on Ootober 


& For what purpose did the leave it? 
A To get money on it. 


@ You gave him a loan on the watoh? 4 Yes. 


Pe) 


How mugh? A rhe f1r8t tims ae assed ealy five 
dollars, and then he oam several other times, and I gave 


him some more money, until the end he had to take it out, 


he gave about seventeen dollars. 

Q So there was about seventeen dollars? A Yes. 

Q Was the watoh taken wt? 

A It as taken out on Saturday, when he was murdered. 

~ You mean ths same day that he received the injuries 
that resulved in his deatn; he died the next day? 

A I don't know wnhea he died. 

& About what time was it that this watoh was taken out? 
It vas between seven and eight. 


Did the deseased some in your atore? A Yas, 


O&O  &» 


He paid seventeen and how much? 
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A He gave me two teen dollar bille and I cave him 
twe celiers and semething baok in change. 

- Did he hrve any sngraving done? 

A He hada cin  whioh I en:reved "U. &. N." on the 
ring; it sas a plain signet ring. 

& Gold? A Solid gold ring; the same ring I recog 
nized after a wile fromt two deteotives. 

+ Sanus ring? A And also he had another rin: »ith 
a white setting, also 2 solid gold ring. 

G And the wateh? A and the waten. 

& What kind of movement was there in it? 

A It «ag Tllinolsa, - a hunting oase Illinois waton, 
16 Size, 41 Jewel. 

Q& Woat oess was itt A Hunting oase. 

~ Yhe nanufaotursr ey the o-39? A IF couldn't recolleot 
that, cus To have of a desoriotion of the numbere. 

louuve ct tne numbers. Af don't remember the 

Cas¢ number. | 

% When this deoeased peid you for tne loan te have the 
Culeavius Geie alu Ten ue naded you two ten dollar billie, 
did you notlce whether he had any other moneys? 

é I -ian't pay eny attention, but I wanted to ask him 


to buy something, he ans cred that he oan't atToru, fe Aas 


not any money left. 

& In other words, you didn't want him to get out 
with any money, if he had any left? A That is all 
Tignt. 

& Later on, Mr. Ginsberg, you oam here and saw the 
body of Mr. Beoker here? A Yes. 

& You identitiea tne body as the body of the man who 
had been in your place? A Yes. 

& And saw the ring that you engraved? A Yes, sir. 

& But didn't see the zatoh? A No, sir; the txo 
deteotives didn't show me the watoh. 

THF DEPUTY: That will be all. 

(Witness exoused.) 

THE DEPUTY: Let the Pea show that Officer O'Malley 

learned that the deceased received his 3alary on the 9th 


day of November, in the sum of 235. 


Cc. PP. RIOPELLE, 
Called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, was . 
examined by the Deputy Coroner and testified as follows: 
q Wh t ia your name? A C. P. Riopelle. 


& Where do you reside? <A 5859 Magnolia Avenue. 
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& Aud your cooupation? A FEnginesr. 

Q Of the Sharples Building, at the ooroner of Tashing- 
ton and Jefferson Streets? A Yes, sir. 

« Do you rememver tne sun:ay ot November llth, this 
year? A Well, I remanber it, Sunday. 

& What time did you go on duty that day? 

A Well, I waa not really on duty, but attended a few 
li hts on the seventh floor, it was only a matter of a 
few minutes work. 

G What time did you cet there? 

A Between half past three and four in the afternoon. 

© How did you enter the building? 

A Came through the front door. 

G What floor did you go to? 

A Went downstairs there, and I got a stepladder; 
then I walks ur the baok ‘ay, that 1s the baok stairway. 
Then I went into the Republic Fillmeter Company, and ask- 
ea the man if the lights in the officer were all eee 
ana he pulled the ewiton ana the lichts burned. He says, 
“Did you see the blood on the third floor landing ?* a 
says, "No, I came up the baok way." 

Q Who is that who asked you that? : 


A An employe of the Republio Fillmeter Company. He | 
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says, “Somebody had a hemorrage; it was there this morn- 
ing when I came in abc :t twenty minutes after seven." So 
I went down to the third floor and started to go through 
the third floor landing where he desoribed. While going 
through I notioed a couple of spots on the wall. 

Q@ Where were those splotohes, on the third flcor? 

A Yes, it leade to the ladies rest room, and I opened 
the door and I seen the body laying there. I then notified 
the police. 

& When you entered was the door open? 

A Closed. 

& ‘rherewas blood on the knob of the door? 

I soul n't say. 


On both sides? A There was blood on the wall. 


> 


& Did you notioe whether there was any blood on the 
knobs of the door on the txsird floor? 

A There-.as on on the third floor landin;., there was 
blood on that knob. 

@ Did you notice whether there was blood on pean 
floor? A There was none on the seeond floor that 
leads to the office, the front landing. 

& Did you go down to the third floor to the outside 


leading into the building, did you find any blood on that? 
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A Yes. You man -- 

q From the Washington Street side. 

A No, I didn't see any dlood there. 

& Sow, with reference to the doors, do you krow what 
time in the evening they are locked? 

A ‘They are suppesed to be looked at nine o'clock. 

G On Saturday when does your elevator stop running? 

A About five ofclook. 

Q Is the elevator shut and looked? 

A The door is looked downstairs and the key ia with 
the enginser. 

G& Any one would be compelled to set this key to get 
into the elevator to operate it? A Yes. 

& Was the power on? | A Yes, because we tave to 
veer it on for che fret.h*t elevator. 


<. You didn't know the man? A Ko. 


q Did you notioe the floor cf the room, whether it 
was oovered with vomitus? 

A Well, there was a substance which gome one Scuaceaa 
he must have vomited. | 

THF DFPUTY: That is all you know, Mr. Riopelle? 

A That is all. 


(Witness exoused.) 


PaTRICK RED#OND, 

Oalled as a witness, having been first duly aworn, ¥as 
examined by the Deputy Coroner and testified as follows: 

. Your name, please? A Patriok Redmond. 

& Where do you reside, Er. Redmond? 

A In Cioero. 

. Street and number, please? A 5424 West 24th Place, 
Cieoero. | 

Q What is your ocoupaticn, Mr. Redmond? 


A 1 am satohman down at Williamson's, Washington and 


Jefferson. 


© Will you kindly tell me the numbers of the Williamson 


Building? A I couldn't tell you that, - right on the 
oorner. | 

& He is the gas fixture place? A Ye, sir. 

< He is just west of Jefferson on the south side of 
%-shin.ton, runnin from 6Cl to 613 Yasiincton Street? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Speaking of the evenin. of November 10th, this year 
that is, Saturday night, Mr. Redmond, what time did you .6 
on duty? 

4 I went on duty at five o'olook in the evening. 


a 


< During the evening did you hear any unusual noise? 
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A I heard nothing before I Went down from the first 
floor to the base-ent, where I worreg at the boil-rs; I 
was taking the ashes out when I heard the noise in the 
alley. 

& What kind of noise? 

A Well, kind of a souffle or fight, or somethine like 
thet, but I didn't Pay any attention to it; I hear that 
noise regular. It -as over in the alley and I was twelve 
feet below. ; 

& Did you hear any words spoken? 

A Not that I understood. | 

% You heard voloes? A I oouldn't teil what taey were — 
Sayin . | 

& .What time was that? A Ten or fifteen minutes after 
eight in the evening. 

~ In tiat neighborhood? A Yea. 

~ Did you at any tim. gome upstairs? 

A TI didn't look out at all; I didn't pay any attention 
to the noise, it is a thing that happens in there often. | 

& You have a loading platform in that alley, have you 
not? A Yes, sir. 

© That is made of oement? A Yes, back in - and the 


floor is high from the oement. 
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Q aAtout three and a half or four feet above the oement? 

A Yes. 7 

«= And thathhs a me of angle iron on the end of it? 

A Something like that, to keep the wacons from break- 
ing the floor. 

G About how many wices did you hear? 

A About three voices. 

Q About three wices? A About three voices. 

& Did you hear any swearius? A Wo, they sereholier- 
ing, ~ big noise, big voice. 

& You knew there wags some one fighting? 

A I knew there was a fight there, but I hear it pretty 
near all the time, but I didn't pay any attention to ay 
of these people making a raeket all night around there; 

I didn’t pay any attention to tnem at all. 

\ Let me ask you, Mr. Redmond, about how far in would 
you s.y that sas in feet from Jefferson Street? 

A Well -- 

& Your loading platform ig on the south side of the 
building, the south end? A In the weat eud, the loau- 
ing place is in tne alley. 

A BYSTANDER: Southwest corner of the building. 


& Let me ask you this one qustion: The voices that 
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you heard could you tell whether they vere male or female 
voices? 

A Trey eéreall male voloes, there were no females in 
it at all, as I understood. 

Q& Sunday mornin, did you go out in the alley? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q@ Did you notice any blood there? A I did, sir. 

& Big pool of blood? A Not very muoh. 

q@ Where was it in relation to the loading platform? 

A It sas on on the property of Williamson at all, - 
in the alley. 

«& How far from the edge of the loading platform? 

A Atout tour feet. 

Q Over here where you are. 

A At the end of the platform like the blood was here 
(indicating) and the loadinz platform was twelve feet in. 
. You are sreakins about the loasin- platform «here 

they baok up the vasone? A Yeas. 
Q The pool of blood laid right out there? 
A That angl* lron is richt over there (indicating). 
G& Somebody threw some vater on that, do you know any- 
thing about that? A No, I don't. | 


Q@ Made it look bigger tnan when you seen it? 


~5i= 


A Tne norses had beenbacking in there. 

~ It was as big as the top of my oan. A Maybe, hen 
i seen it. 

~ That ~ag about five o'slook next day. 


TH? NFPUTY: That will be all, Mr. Redmond. 


(Witness exoused. ) 


THOMAS T. MEAGHMSTR, 

called as a witne =, having been first duly sworn, was 
examined by the Deputy Coroner and testified as follows: 

& Whet is your name? A Thomas T. Meagher. 

& Captain of Police of the *7th Preoinot? A Yes. 

Q There ie no question in your mind but what thia is 
@ oase of assault, robbery and surder? eee 

A Well, eaeuees part can only be from the loss 
of hia xatoh. 

& And his money? A and money, yes. 

@ He was known to have reoeived some moneys in change 
from this pawn broker just a few minutes previous to 
this assault. I want totell you that I think you have 
got it pretty well connected. 


A We are right on the right traok, and we are satis- 
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fied beyond a reasonable doubt, we don't figure any women 


in the oase or anything at all. 


DOMINICK WarFR#ER, 

galled as a witness, having been first duly eworn, was | 
examined by the Deputy Coroner and testified as follows: 

© Your name? A UDominiok Wafer. 

& Where do you reside, Mr. Wafer? 

A 825 Worth Fairfield Avenue. 

& What is your oooupation? A Aprentioe in machine 
shop. 

Q Where? A Sharples Building, Republio Fillmeter 
Company. 

Q De you rememder going in the Sharples Bul Iding in 
November 11 this year? A Yes, sir. 


<~ "hat time did you enter that builiins? 


A About quarter after seven in the morning. 


& 


Whioh way did you enter the bullding? 


Through the front door. 
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Upon entering the building did you so up the stairs? 
A Yes, ar. 


& To what floort A <A Third floor. 


Q That was seven o'olook in the morning? 
A About twenty minutes after. 
~ feeling the blood, did it attrast your attention? 

a Yea, it did. 

* &9t ard yeu dof A I atopped there for abcut 
five minuéa, and I noticed tha Blood. I thought some one 
hit hia head or someun:ug. I then cthour~. ther: was an 
accident of ths el«vator, and I ateod there and I didn't 
hear eny ories or moverents of any kind there. JI hd to 
walt on toe landing beoau s he had the “eys to the door. 
We got upateira and started to scrk and «8 didn't seem 
to scother about it. 

& Undoubtedly this man waa alive. 

A I didn't hear any movements or ories, 1 didn’t see 
any trail of blood. 

+ If you nad only spoken .bout that time we «ould 
hev= ct there; of scuress I thine the men Nac died, 

A You never tnink of murder the first thing in the 
morning, and if I knew there was 9 dead man in there -- 

THE DEPUTY; We have nothins on you, Mr. Yafer. That 
will be all. 

If there is no further evidenoe we will submit the 


gase to the jury. 


She 


I, W. P. Soanion, do hereby eertify that at the 
request of the Coroner of Cook County, Illinois, I took 
down ‘h shorthand the minutes of the foregoing testimony, 
had and taken at the inquest on the body of John A. 
beoker, degessed; that the foregoine transcript of the 
evidence so taken and tr nseribed by me is a true and 
eorreet ocpy of the oricinal minutes taken at said in- 
quest, and is a true and correot statement of esoh of 
the several witnesses who have testified at said inquest. 


In sitness whereof, I hereunto set my hand. 


P| a ee me 


Bowl y. Rts 


